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Dear Mr. Farmer: 

We have received your l e t t e r dated March 14, 1989, i n which you requested a l i s t 
of f e d e r a l l y - l i s t e d endangered species that may occur i n the general v i c i n i t y 
of the ASARCO Incorporated East Helena Plant Superfund Site i n East Helena, 
Montana. It i s our understanding that your firm, i n conjunction with ASARCO 
Incorporated and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, i s pa r t i c i p a t i n g i n 
the performance of a comprehensive s i t e investigation and f e a s i b i l i t y study to 
evaluate possible s i t e - s p e c i f i c remedial contaminant cleanup alternatives for 
the East Helena Superfund Sit e . 

The eventual decision by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency on 
implementation of a remedial cleanup action i d e n t i f i e d i n the f e a s i b i l i t y study 
w i l l constitute a Federal action and w i l l require compliance with the Endangered 
Species Act. Section 7(a)(2) of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (P.L. 93205), 
as amended, requires that a l l Federal agencies i n consultation with the U.S. Fish 
and W i l d l i f e Service s h a l l insure that any action authorized, funded or carried 
out by such agency i s not l i k e l y to jeopardize the continued existence of any 
threatened or endangered species. The f e d e r a l l y - l i s t e d endangered species that 
occur or may occur within the project area are the bald eagle (Haliaeetus 
leucocephalus) and the peregrine falcon (Falco peregrinus). There are no known 
bald eagle or peregrine falcon nest t e r r i t o r i e s i n the immediate project area. 
If the remedial cleanup action proposed by the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency w i l l adversely affect these l i s t e d species, then formal consultation with 
the U.S. Fish and W i l d l i f e Service i s required. 

In your i d e n t i f i c a t i o n and inventory of wetland habitat resources associated with 
the ASARCO s i t e , we recommend that every effort be made to iden t i f y any potential 
cleanup associated wetland impacts and that unavoidable impacts to wetlands be 
mitigated or offset during the remedial action planning and implementation 
process. 
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We appreciate vour efforts to consider 
habitats, as well as other w i l d l i f e 
regarding this l e t t e r , please contact 
5225 . 

and conserve endangered species and th e i i 
resources. If you have anv questions 
Don Palawski of rr:v sta f f at (406) 449-

Sancerelv. 

Kemper M. McMastev 
Acting State Supervisor 
Montana State Office 

cc: ARD. USFWS, Denver. CO (FW1-WJI53) Attention: Tom Jackson 
Bob Stewart. DOI. OEPR. Denver, CO 
Scott Brown. Environmental Protection Agency, Helena. MT 
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"Take Pride i n America" 


